
HEALTHY TOGETHER 
Happy New Year!  We are excited to start the new semester and yet alert to the
potential hazards of reassembling.  We anticipate the need for extra carefulness the
first month or so of the semester.

Please read thoroughly this week’s update so you are prepared for your testing
requirements.  Your cooperation is critical to a successful semester.  Our
comprehensive testing results this week show more than 6% of our students, faculty
and staff testing positive for COVID, including those who are vaccinated  We have
also had at least one outbreak of positive cases among student-athletes travelling
together.  While not a cause for alarm, the results confirm that we will need to work
together diligently to limit the spread of infections.  

What do I need to do to return to campus?

ALL students, faculty and staff are required to be tested prior to returning to
campus regardless of your vaccine status or prior COVID history.  Please
upload a copy of your test results to Medicat. 

The test must be a PCR or Antigen test administered by a medical professional
(public health site, pharmacy, urgent care, and so on). A picture of an at-home test
is not acceptable.  

Masks are required indoors everywhere but your residence hall room or private
office.  

What if I can’t find tests at home?

Tests will be available on Sunday, Jan. 9 from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Krannert
Ballroom C/D.  When you get to campus, go to the ballroom prior to going anywhere
else on campus.  You’ll need to wait for your test result.  If it is positive, you will need
to return home to isolate.

What are the testing requirements beginning Monday, Jan. 10?

If you are not vaccinated: twice weekly testing
If you have had COVID within the last six months but are not vaccinated:  once
weekly testing using an antigen test.  Earlier COVID cases will test twice
weekly. 
If you are fully vaccinated for more than six months but have not received a
booster:  one test every other week 
If you are fully vaccinated and boosted, or fully vaccinated within  the last six
months, we may ask you to test on occasion as part of our comprehensive
approach.

Testing will be Mondays and Thursdays from 7:30 – 11:30 a.m. in Krannert C/D. 
There will not be a charge for the tests.

Can I get a vaccine or a booster on campus?

We have partnered with Atrium Health at Floyd (formerly Floyd Medical Center)
to provide a vaccine and booster clinic on campus on Friday, Jan. 14, 10 a.m. – 2
p.m.  Pfizer vaccines and boosters will be available.  If you plan to participate, please
sign up now at https://signup.com/go/amnQyGs so that we can provide the
vaccines and staff needed for the clinic.

What are the new requirements for isolation (positive cases) and quarantine
(you’ve been exposed to a positive case)?

If you have tested positive for COVID: You will isolate for 5 days and then
wear a mask for an additional 5 days, as long as you remain without symptoms.
If you develop symptoms: You will need to remain in isolation until your
symptoms have resolved and you are cleared by the Berry College Health
Center (students).
If you have been exposed to a positive COVID case:

If unvaccinated or more than 6 months out from your second vaccine (or
2 months from the J&J vaccine), you will quarantine for 5 days followed
by strict mask use for another 5.  You will be required to get a COVID test
on day 5.
If vaccinated with a subsequent booster, you will not need to quarantine
but will need to wear a mask for 10 days after the exposure and get a
COVID test on day 5.

I’m concerned about missing class if I need to isolate or quarantine.  Will I be
able to make up the work I miss?

There are many illnesses that require a student to sit out of class so they can  recover
and not infect others.   Our faculty are used to assisting students in these
circumstances.  Your instructors will work with you to get class notes and make up
any work you miss.  Many of them provide this information routinely through Canvas. 
You will need to contact each of your instructors (take the initiative!) as each will have
a way of assisting you that is appropriate to that class.

Are visitors allowed on campus?  Will spectators be permitted for athletic
events?

We are not restricting access to campus for outdoor activity at this time.  Most visitors
use our campus trails to bike, hike, and run and we will continue to allow them to do
so.

The Southern Athletic Association is still in conversation about protocols for spring
contests.  Conference schools may differ in their protocols, but our hope is to continue
to allow students, faculty, staff and family members to attend our athletic events.  In
order to keep events  open, we will strictly adhere to  our indoor mask policy (you will
be asked to leave if you are not properly wearing a mask).  For the time being, we will
not permit food and drink at athletic events so that we can remain masked at all
times.  

   

COVID BY THE NUMBERS 

BERRY:

Rapidly growing / Orange level of risk. 

Return to campus testing:
4% of students (6 of 135) tested positive; all were vaccinated
6% of employees (21 employees of 327) tested positive; (18 of 21) were vaccinated

45  active cases

ROME/FLOYD COUNTY:

Rapidly Growing / Orange level of risk.

82 COVID cases in Floyd and Redmond hospitals.
Compared to 20 on Dec 7  

35.2% positive tests in last 14 days

Compared to 35.1.% in GA overall

Compared to 5.3% in Rome/Floyd Co. on Dec. 7

1,408/100,000 new COVID cases in the last 14 days

Compared to 1,469/100,000 in GA overall

Compared to 151/100,000 in Rome/Floyd Co. on Dec, 7

If you have any COVID-related questions, send an email to 

covid-19questions@berry.edu. Our staff will get back to you in a timely manner.


