HEALTHY TOGETHER
A month from now, most first-year students will arrive on campus, with classes
beginning the next week of August 22nd. In preparation for the fall semester, we want
to share initial information regarding COVID planning.
For much of last year, we provided a weekly update regarding COVID. We suspended
those updates after spring break – the second anniversary of our COVID mitigation
efforts – given that infection rates in the community were decreasing and vaccination
rates on campus were high.
As of today, the number of cases locally (and nationally) is again increasing with the
BA.5 and BA.4 subvariants of the Omicron variant now dominant. These subvariants
are more infectious than previous variants and better able to circumvent immunity
from previous infections and vaccines.
During the Governor’s Honor Program (GHP) on Berry’s campus this last month,
more than 100 students and faculty tested positive for COVID (out of 725). Most
experienced mild to moderate symptoms, missing a few days of classes and then
continuing with the program.
It seems likely that these recent subvariants (BA.5) and others that are emerging (BA
2.12.1) will be with us for the foreseeable future. As many experts have pointed out,
we must learn how to live with this virus.
At Berry, that means balancing two priorities: (1) taking care of the health of others and
ourselves; and (2) making the most of a residential educational experience.
Testing
We encourage those not already on campus to take an at-home test prior to
coming back. The risk of spread is high when people first return to campus from
many different locations. The density of on-campus living can propel spread rapidly
as evidenced during GHP this summer. Once the campus environment is stabilized,
the risk of rapid spread is reduced.
At-home tests are now readily available at no cost at
https://www.covid.gov/tests (order at least 2 weeks in advance). Additionally, many
health insurance plans cover the costs for tests that you purchase at pharmacies.
If you are experiencing symptoms, please do not return to campus while you are ill
with COVID or any other virus. Please continue to test until you are symptom free
and your tests are negative. If you are delayed a few days, call or email the Dean of
Students Office, deanofstudents@berry.edu or 706.236.2207, and we will assist with
the transition.
Vaccines
We continue to strongly encourage vaccinations and boosters against COVID-19.
After 18 months of wide-spread use, the evidence is clear that staying up-to-date with
vaccines and boosters reduces the likelihood of serious infections and complications
for people of all age groups.
Masks
Many of us have a love-hate relationship with masks. Still, high-quality masks (e.g.,
N95, KN95, and KN94) are an effective shield against viruses (including COVID) if
worn properly. We encourage people to use them when:
experiencing symptoms of illness,
returning from isolation,
at particular risk of infection (e.g., immunocompromised), or
wanting to be healthy in preparation for a special event (e.g. wedding, travel).
We will continue to monitor COVID cases on campus and locally through the summer
and fall months. All of us have learned that COVID is unpredictable, so we will provide
another update in early August and make any adjustments as needed.

COVID BY THE NUMBERS
For more than a year (in 2021 and 2022), we provided weekly updates regarding
comparative statistics involving the number of cases in local hospitals, the number of
new cases locally and in Georgia, and the percentage of positive tests locally and in
Georgia.
As testing has moved from primarily PCR tests to at-home tests, metrics regarding
case and testing rates are less meaningful. The nature and severity of the infections
themselves are changing over time. While it is still useful to monitor some indicators
(e.g. number of COVID patients in the hospital), other indicators are not as helpful.
Here are some useful metrics:
LOCAL HOSPITALIZATIONS: 34 in Atrium Health Floyd and Advent Health Redmond
(compared to 31 on March 3rd)
ROME/FLOYD COUNTY VACCINATION RATE: 48% of residents with 2
vaccinations
(compared to 44% on March 3)
CAMPUS VACCINATION RATES IN MARCH 2022:
Students were 85% vaccinated and 51% boosted
Faculty were 97% vaccinated 85% boosted
Staff were 86% vaccinated and 61% boosted.

