
Dear Berry Community:

As we prepare to begin the new academic year, it is apparent we should resume our
weekly updates regarding Berry’s COVID-19 context and responses.  We had hoped
this fall might find us back to normal, as we welcome Berry’s largest-ever entering
class, but the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) this week has
identified Floyd County as a region of substantial transmission due to an increase
in confirmed COVID-19 cases.  Georgia as a whole is at the highest level (red) of
transmission as is virtually all of Alabama and Tennessee.

For more than a year, Berry has responded effectively to the evolving pandemic by
remaining flexible in the face of uncertainty and responding promptly to the changing
context.  We cannot predict what the context will be four to six weeks from now, but
we will remain responsive. 

Masking Requirements

In keeping with CDC guidance and to protect the health and well-being of our entire
campus community,  Berry will require all students, employees, and visitors,
regardless of vaccination status, to wear masks in indoor public spaces on
campus, effective Sunday, Aug. 8.

While there are many practices that help reduce the transmission and spread of
infection, we learned last year that wearing masks is effective and beneficial,
particularly in confined spaces (including automobiles) and crowded situations. 
Reinstating this indoor masking requirement offers Berry’s residential campus an
opportunity to move forward with our plans for a more normal fall.

Visitors to campus will be required to follow the mask guidelines, including
during campus move-in. 

Vaccinations

Masking is an effective mitigation measure, but not nearly as powerful as wide-spread
vaccinations.  All major health organizations agree that vaccinations are the way to
defeat this (or any) pandemic and offer the surest path back to normal.

We continue to strongly encourage vaccination against COVID-19. We encourage
employees and students, in consultation with their local health professionals, to be
fully vaccinated before the start of the fall semester.  If you are still considering getting
the vaccine before returning to campus, please do so immediately.  Local health
providers in Rome should be able to provide second shots as needed.

Please remember that Berry is a residential community and that we each bear a
responsibility – an obligation – to contribute to the good of the whole.  That is a
foundational value of Berry, and one that we embrace proudly.  

Thank you for your cooperation. It’s how we stay healthy together.

REMINDER: 

RETURN TO CAMPUS PROTOCOL
All students and employees will be required to provide documentation regarding their
COVID-19 status prior to returning to campus.  Documentation must be in one of four
forms:

1. Proof of being fully vaccinated.
All students are encouraged to upload proof of being fully vaccinated (copy of
their CDC vaccination card) this summer before returning to campus:
https://vikingweb.berry.edu/ICS/COVID-19/
Please let us know also if you have received the first shot and are waiting to
receive a second shot.

2. Proof of a prior infection as demonstrated by a positive PCR test (and
completion of the appropriate isolation period).
Students who have had a positive PCR test for COVID-19 may submit that
information, but vaccination is still encouraged for these students because
research indicates it produces a strong immunity response to the aggressive
Delta variant.

3. A positive antibody test from a certified laboratory.
Rapid antibody tests are not accepted.

4. A current negative PCR test. Students will need to have been tested
within 72 hours of arrival.
Antigen tests are not accepted.

As of Aug. 2, we have received documentation of full vaccination from 68% of
returning students, 58% of new incoming students, 93% of full-time faculty and 76% of
full-time staff. If you add also those with documentation of the first vaccination shot, a
previous COVID infection or a positive antibody test from a certified laboratory, the
rates increase to 84% of returning students, 71% of incoming students, 97% of full-
time faculty, and 82% of full-time staff.

Ongoing Testing Requirements

Students and employees who have been fully vaccinated will not need to participate in
weekly testing based on the current context.  However, a representative sample of
vaccinated students may be asked to participate in testing periodically to assess the
health of the campus. 

Vaccinated students and employees will not need to quarantine if exposed to a positive
case and are asymptomatic. Testing is required 3-5 days after exposure.

All other students and employees will be required to participate in ongoing antigen or
PCR tests for COVID-19 as directed by the college based on the current
circumstances; the cost will be charged to students and employees.

Varsity Athletics

The NCAA Sports Science Institute released its latest report yesterday and it is
consistent with Berry’s current guidelines.  The NCAA strongly encourages athletes to
be vaccinated and offers different guidelines for vaccinated and unvaccinated athletes
and athletic staff.  The Southern Athletic Association (SAA) will meet soon to
determine requirements for fall sports competition.

While the news is not what we hoped it would be, we could not be more delighted to
know that we will all be back together soon.  Safe travels.
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