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As we count down the days toward 2022, it is becoming clear that the spring term will
once again begin in the context of a rapidly expanding wave of COVID.  

The Omicron variant that was surging in the northeast has now joined with Delta to
flood our region. Georgia is experiencing record levels of new cases as well as the
percentage of COVID tests that are positive. Monday’s case total was three times
what it was just one week ago and 10 times the 7-day average just a month ago. The
metro Atlanta area is currently experiencing 20 to 30% positive testing rates.  

Some experts predict that the Omicron surge will be intense (speed and breadth of
onset) but perhaps shorter in duration than the Delta variant wave, based on data from
other nations. That said, we are fairly certain that our numbers will be near peak levels
on Jan. 9, 2022. For that reason, we need to implement rigorous COVID protocols for
return to campus and for the first phase of the spring semester.  

Consistent with CDC guidelines, we urge all students and employees get a vaccine
booster, which provides the surest means to avoid COVID infection, with good
protection occurring within a week. We are working to schedule another
vaccine/booster clinic on campus but strongly encourage you to get your booster
prior to returning.

Return-to-Campus Protocols

All students (commuter and residential) and employees must have a negative COVID
test when they return to campus. We strongly encourage everyone to get a test 2-3
days before your arrival back, but we will also provide testing here on campus when
you first return. Your options:

Take a test and upload the negative PCR or antigen result to your Medicat portal
prior to arrival: https://berry.medicatconnect.com/. We highly recommend this
option since under most circumstances you will need to return home if you test
positive upon arrival on campus.
    - Tests must be administered by a medical professional
      (public health site, pharmacy, urgent care, and so on).
    - Tests should be taken within 3 days of the student’s return to campus.

If you choose to test on campus, you must proceed directly to the testing site
when you first arrive. You are not to go first to your residence hall room or other
campus site.  

Testing site location and hours: 

On Sunday, Jan. 9*
Krannert Ballroom
1 p.m. – 6 p.m.
*Students approved to arrive before Jan. 9 will receive additional information

If you have been exposed to a positive case within 10 days prior to your return
to Berry:
Please complete the quarantine protocol before returning to Berry.

If you are fully vaccinated, please provide the Health Center with a negative
COVID-19 test taken 5 days after you were exposed. The test should be a
diagnostic test (PCR or antigen) administered by a medical professional.

Campus Mitigation Protocols

Face masks will be required in all public buildings and in all classrooms
(same as the campus protocols in place in September through November
Students / employees who are not vaccinated and have not provided
documentation of a previous COVID infection will (continue to) test twice a week
Students / employees who are vaccinated (but not boosted) or have had COVID
but are not vaccinated will test every other week on a rotating basis
    - At this time, an individual is considered fully vaccinated if it has been
      at least 14 days (2 weeks) since the completion of the COVID-19
      vaccination series (two doses in a two-dose series OR one dose in
      a one-dose series
Students / employees who are boosted may be tested occasionally depending
on circumstances.  

Isolation Protocols (based on updated CDC guidelines)

Individuals who test positive for COVID: “should isolate for 5 days and, if
asymptomatic at that time, they may leave isolation if they can continue to mask for 5
days to minimize the risk of infecting others."

Quarantine Protocols (based on updated CDC guidelines)

Individuals who are exposed to a positive COVID case

If unvaccinated -- or are more than six months out from their second mRN
dose (or more than 2 months after the J&J vaccine) and not yet boosted will      
quarantine for 5 days followed by strict mask use for an additional 5 days.
  - the quarantine period will normally be spent off-campus (e.g., at home)
Individuals who have received their booster shot do not need to quarantine
following an exposure, but should wear a mask for 10 days after the exposure.
For everyone exposed, we will require a test for SARS-CoV-2 at day 5 after
exposure.

It is frustrating to still be dealing with the same kinds of issues that confronted us last
January. Still, we now know a lot more, we have better tools at our disposal, and we
anticipate being able to suspend these measures once the Omicron wave diminishes.
Last spring was successful in many ways; we have every reason to be optimistic
about spring term 2022 as well. 

We look forward to seeing you in just over a week!

COVID BY THE NUMBERS 

BERRY:
Moderate / Orange level of risk. 

Level based on high levels of COVID infection in GA and the southeast as students

and employees prepare to return to campus.

ROME/FLOYD COUNTY:

Moderate and growing / Orange level of risk.

47 COVID cases in Floyd and Redmond hospitals.

Compared to 20 on Dec 7.

21% positive tests in last 14 days

Compared to 23.6% in GA overall

Compared to 5.3% in Rome/Floyd Co. on Dec. 7

605/100,000 new COVID cases in the last 14 days

Compared to 769/100,000 in GA overall

Compared to 151/100,000 in Rome/Floyd Co. on Dec, 7 

If you have any COVID-related questions, send an email to 

covid-19questions@berry.edu. Our staff will get back to you in a timely manner.
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