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The American Rescue Plan Act (ARP), signed into law in March 2021, provides additional assistance to institutions 
of higher education via the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund III (HEERF III). As a prior grantee of HEERF 
II under the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, Berry College received a HEERF 
III supplemental award from the U.S. Department of Education under the ARP. 

At least half of Berry College’s HEERF III allocation must be used to make emergency financial aid grants to 
students (Student Aid Portion). The remainder may be used for institutional purposes. The Student Aid Portion 
available via the HEERF III supplemental award is $2,049,855. 

Under the ARP, students who are or were enrolled at Berry College on or after the COVID-19 national emergency 
are eligible for HEERF III Grants. Institutions must prioritize funding to students with exceptional need (such as 
Pell Grant and other federal or state need-based aid recipients) or undergraduate students with extraordinary 
financial circumstances. Beyond these categories, institutions may include students who have faced significant 
unexpected expenses caused by circumstances such as the loss of employment, reduced income, or food or housing 
insecurity. Berry College considers students with financial need and substantial aggregate student debt as having 
exceptional need and/or extraordinary financial circumstances. 

As of fall 2021, the student enrollment at Berry College is 2,308 students (2,177 undergraduates). Approximately 
1,000 undergraduate students are recipients of federal or state need-based aid. Of this group of students, 
approximately 550 students are recipients of a Pell Grant.  

In order to prioritize HEERF III Grants to domestic undergraduate students with exceptional need or extraordinary 
financial circumstances, Berry College has created a HEERF III Grant application form available in the student’s 
school portal (VikingWeb). Appendix I to this report is a copy of the announcements sent to students regarding the 
HEERF III Grant application. A first announcement was sent to all students meeting the enrollment criteria on July 
15, 2021. A second announcement to enrolled freshmen and first-year transfers was sent on October 12, 2021. Both 
announcements were sent via electronic and hard copy mail. 

A college-appointed committee reviews HEERF III Grant applications and selects recipients on a rolling basis 
according to their financial need and their extraordinary circumstances. The committee’s established amounts for a 
HEERF III Grant are $1,000 as a minimum award and the 2021-22 Pell Grant ($6,495) as a reference for the 
standard maximum award. The committee may use professional judgment to award larger amounts according to any 
exceptional circumstances brought forward by students in their application forms. Appendix II is a copy of the 
HEERF III Grant application form as displayed in the student’s portal.  

Since the quarterly report as of 9/30/2021, Berry College has received 67 new HEERF III Grant applications and 
distributed $243,145 in funds total to 53 undergraduate students (first-time selected among former and new 
applicants). Of the 53 undergraduate students, 29 students were identified as having exceptional need and 24 as 
having financial need and/or extraordinary financial circumstances. Appendix III is a copy of the communication 
enclosed with the grant check sent directly to each student. 

Berry College continues its outreach concerning HEERF III Grants to students while closely monitoring the 
development of COVID-19 challenges on campus and in the local and regional communities. Berry College has 
prioritized the continued distribution of HEERF III Grants through application selections before moving to block 
grant awarding strategies during the later months. 



Appendix I 

Announcement to students on 7/15/2021 

 

 



Announcement to students on 10/12/2021 
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Submission Confirmation 

Thank you for your application for a HEERF Grant. The Berry College HEERF Grant Committee will review your 
request and notify their decision for an award via email as soon as possible. 

In accordance with guidelines set forth by the U.S. Department of Education, the Berry College HEERF Grant 
Committee will prioritize grant awards to undergraduate students with exceptional need or with extraordinary financial 
circumstances. Award decisions will be made based on HEERF III availability. Award checks will be mailed to the 
student’s campus/personal address. 
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