
Berry College Opera & Musical Theatre presentation of "Trial by Jury." 

HEALTHY TOGETHER 

The Omicron Wave

The Rome/Floyd County area continues to experience widespread infection
associated with the Omicron variant of COVID. Rates of infection are beginning to
diminish in the Atlanta metro area (percent testing positive is now in the 16-26%
range), but still 45-50% recently in northwest GA. We anticipate that the numbers will
begin to decline in early February.  

Here is an overview of the Omicron wave among 2,077 students at Berry this spring
semester.  

From Dec. 27 to Jan. 26, 358 (17%) of students have reported positive tests. 161 of
358 were reported before students returned to campus. 

Overall:

82 were vaccinated and boosted
187 were vaccinated and not boosted
89 were unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated

Out of the remaining 1,719 students who tested negative:

923 were vaccinated and boosted
562 were vaccinated and not boosted
234 were unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated

The percentage of infection for these groups since Dec. 27 is:

8% (82 of 1,005) who were vaccinated and boosted
25% (187 of 749) who were vaccinated and not booste
28% (89 of 323) who were unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated

We are still working to sort the data based on whether someone has had a previous
(prior to Dec. 27) COVID infection.  

Updated Policies for Isolation and Quarantine

Over the course of the COVID pandemic, we have intentionally adapted to changing
circumstances and new evidence. The Omicron variant puts us in a different position
than last fall. CDC guidelines are changing as a result and we are working to stay
current with recent modifications made by CDC as well as the NCAA for our student
athletes. Boosters and KN95-type masks are the most effective mitigation strategies,
but infections have been widespread nationally.  

Given widespread infections here at Berry, we are changing our isolation and
quarantine policies based on campus needs and consistent with CDC and GA DPH
updates.  

For your convenience, the updated isolation and quarantine policies are listed below. 
The current update includes two key changes:

the elimination of fees for isolating or quarantining at any campus residence
facility (e.g., Oak Hill Residences)
our commitment to provide meal options to students during isolation or
quarantine. 

ISOLATION (means a person has received a positive COVID test result and needs to
avoid interacting with others)

Please contact the Berry College Health Center (students) as soon as you
receive a positive test result (706) 236-2267
Anyone who tests positive for COVID, regardless of vaccination status, must
isolate. 
- The requirement is to isolate for 5 days and then, if you are free of all
symptoms, you can be released if you commit to wear a mask for an additional
5 days.
- If you develop symptoms: You will need to remain in isolation until your
symptoms have resolved and you are cleared by the Berry College Health
Center (students).
We continue to encourage students to go home to isolate as we have limited
space on campus and will prioritize the use of those spaces for students who
live a significant distance from home. For students who feel like they have
extenuating circumstances that necessitates they remain on campus, please
discuss with Residence Life (706) 236-2209.
Students isolating on campus will receive a link to a food delivery preference
form.
Information on ways to safely and effectively isolate can be found at
https://www.berry.edu/student-life/_assets/Isolating-at-Home.pdf

QUARANTINE (means a person has been identified as a close contact to a person
who has tested positive and needs to limit interaction with others

Our Health Center contact tracers will notify students when they have been
exposed and need to quarantine. We are prohibited by health privacy laws to tell
you the name of the person who has identified you as a contact.
Criteria set by the CDC to determine who quarantines:
- If unvaccinated, or more than 6 months past your second vaccine (or 2
months from the J&J vaccine), you will quarantine for 5 days followed by strict
mask use for another 5. You will be required to get a COVID test on day 5.
- If vaccinated with a subsequent booster, you will not need to quarantine but
will need to wear a mask for 10 days after the exposure and get a COVID test
on day 5.
We continue to encourage students to go home to quarantine as we have limited
space on campus and will prioritize the use of those spaces for students who
live a significant distance from home. For students who feel like they have
extenuating circumstances that necessitates they remain on campus, please
discuss with Residence Life (706) 236-2209.
Students quarantining on campus will receive a link to a food delivery
preference form.
Information on ways to safely and effectively quarantine can be found at
https://www.berry.edu/student-life/_assets/Quarantining-at-Home.pdf

Regular updates and more detailed information are available on our Health Together
webpage: https://www.berry.edu/healthy-together/   

COVID BY THE NUMBERS 
BERRY:
Widespread cases, lessened severity in most cases / Orange level of risk. 

Vaccination rates:
Students:  84% vaccinated; 48% boosted (for students here in Spring semester)
Faculty:  97% vaccinated; 82% boosted
Staff:  86% vaccinated; 60% boosted

Cases for week of:  Jan 20 – 26:  14 students, 6 employees
Updated cases for preceding week Jan. 13 – Jan. 19:  44 students, 15 employees
Active cases on campus: 7

ROME/FLOYD COUNTY:
Widespread / Red level of risk.

44% fully vaccinated

176 COVID cases in Floyd and Redmond hospitals.
Compared to 20 on Dec. 7 and 207 on Sept. 8

46.6% positive tests in last 14 days 
Compared to 29.2% in GA overall
Compared to 5.3% in Rome/Floyd Co. on Dec. 7 and 26.7% on Sept. 8

2,417/100,000 new COVID cases in the last 14 days
Compared to 1,773/100,000 in GA overall
Compared to 151/100,000 in Rome/Floyd Co. on Dec. 7 and 1,837/100,000 on Sept. 8

If you have any COVID-related questions, send an email to 

covid-19questions@berry.edu. Our staff will get back to you in a timely manner.

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Jan.%2027%20Update+https://t.e2ma.net/webview/4ev4cg/bc59edfa4cf0a431b2e3022a6eecaebe
http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/4ev4cg/bc59edfa4cf0a431b2e3022a6eecaebe
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/4ev4cg/bc59edfa4cf0a431b2e3022a6eecaebe
https://www.berry.edu/student-life/_assets/Isolating-at-Home.pdf
https://www.berry.edu/student-life/_assets/Quarantining-at-Home.pdf
http://https//www.berry.edu/healthy-together/
https://berry.presence.io/
mailto:covid-19questions@berry.edu
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/4ev4cg/bc59edfa4cf0a431b2e3022a6eecaebe

