
The Berry College baseball team recently hosted its annual 100 inning Halloween game. 
Photo by Matthew McConnell.

HEALTHY TOGETHER 
As we enjoy the transition to Autumn weather, we hope you feel refreshed and ready
to conquer the remaining weeks of classes! The beginning of November is a
wonderful time to enjoy a weekend hike up Viking Trail to Mountain Campus with the
changing of the leaves.

Locally and regionally, COVID cases continue to decline markedly. We have not yet
returned to the low levels of June, but we certainly seem to be headed there. Our
collective diligence is paying off.

That means we can begin to amend some of our mitigation practices.

First, we will suspend weekly testing of students and employees who have
provided evidence (normally a positive PCR test, but also an antigen test
administered here at Berry) indicating a previous COVID infection. We believe this
is consistent with the evidence here at Berry. We still encourage these individuals to
get a vaccine, because there is also positive evidence that it boosts the natural
immune response in beneficial ways.

To be clear, students or employees who are unvaccinated and have NOT had
COVID, will need to continue testing once a week.

Important note: College policies and practices will be reviewed again once we have
clarification regarding the scope and nature of President Biden’s Executive Orders.
Please understand that those orders may require certain actions by some individuals
at Berry.

All of us look forward to a time when we can safely make masks optional for
indoor public settings on campus, recognizing that it will likely be a phased
process here at Berry. Some peer institutions have made COVID protocol changes
recently as the percentage of positive cases for those tested dropped below 5% in
their local communities. We continue to monitor the local situation in Rome and Floyd
County. 

COVID BY THE NUMBERS 
BERRY:

Percentage fully vaccinated: 83% students, 97% full-time faculty, 84% full-time
staff
Additional percentage partially vaccinated: 1% students, 1% full-time staff

Moderate / Yellow level of risk. 

For week of Oct. 21 – 27:  1 student case, 2 employee cases
Last week. Oct. 14 – Oct. 20:  0 student cases, 0 employee cases
Number of active cases at Berry: 3

ROME/FLOYD COUNTY:

Percentage of population fully vaccinated: 42%

Additional percentage partially vaccinated: 4%

Moderate to High / Orange level of risk. 

36 COVID cases in Floyd and Redmond hospitals.

Compared to 207 on Sept. 8.

7.6% positive tests in last 14 days

Compared to 26.7% on Sept. 8

181/100,000 new COVID cases in the last 14 days

Compared to 1,837/100,000 in GA on Sept 8.

Click the graphic for more events!

If you have any COVID-related questions, send an email to 

covid-19questions@berry.edu. Our staff will get back to you in a timely manner.
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