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#CAUGHTBEINGGOOD

The President’s office received a phone call today from “Ms. Paulette.” She shared
that since she is elderly, she only buys groceries once a month. As she pushed her
heavy cart out of Walmart towards the end of the parking lot, she was approached by
two young men. They asked if she needed help unloading her groceries. She was
hesitant because she knows that there are people who would want to take advantage
of an elderly woman but she noticed that they were wearing Berry shirts. She asked if
they attended Berry and when they said yes, she allowed them to assist her.

She said that not only did they unload her groceries to her specifications, but they also
made sure she got in her vehicle safely. She was so moved by their kindness that she
wanted to call someone at Berry College and let them know what wonderful students
we have. We agree.

HEALTHY TOGETHER
December has arrived.  Ten days from now, fall exams will be over and most students
will have departed for winter break.  We eagerly await the holidays -- a month to
refresh ourselves and the campus before spring term commences.

We are encouraged that COVID infection rates in the southeast remain low.  Of
course, the pandemic has been frustratingly unpredictable from the outset, and the
emergence of new variants (e.g. omicron) reminds us of the need for continued
vigilance and the possibility of additional surges. 

At this time, we do not anticipate the need for comprehensive testing protocols when
students and employees return to campus in January.  However, we will monitor
relevant COVID metrics as well as federal regulations and provide updated
information in early January regarding any return-to-campus testing protocols. 

We encourage you to monitor updated information as well and take any recommended
precautions to keep yourself and those you love safe and well over the holidays.  The
CDC now recommends that everyone over the age of 18 should receive a booster.

Best wishes as we approach exam week, and please enjoy the holiday activities listed
below. 

COVID BY THE NUMBERS 

BERRY: Percentage fully vaccinated: 83% students, 97% full-time faculty, 85%
full-time staff.

Moderate to low /Lime Green level of risk. 
Week of Nov. 25 - Dec. 1: 0 student cases, 1 employee case
Week of Nov. 18 - 24: 1 student case 
Number of active cases at Berry: 1

ROME/FLOYD COUNTY:

Moderate / Yellow level of risk.
Percentage of population fully vaccinated: 42% 
Compared to GA overall: 50% 

23 COVID cases in Floyd and Redmond hospitals.
Compared to 207 on Sept. 8 and 17 in mid-July 

5.2% positive tests in last 14 days
Compared to 4.2% in GA overall 

137/100,000 new COVID cases in the last 14 days
Compared to 99/100,000 in GA overall

If you have any COVID-related questions, send an email to 

covid-19questions@berry.edu. Our staff will get back to you in a timely manner.
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